o 


AMATEUR RADIO C 
WWW. MDARC.ORG 


cea 


THe: CARRIER 


LUB The monthly newsletter for the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
Volume LXI - Number 1 — January 2012 


General Meeting 


Friday January 20,2012 | January Program - KDGW 
7:30pm 


Our Saviors Lutheran Church How Wall Digital 

1035 Carol Lane Lafayette 7 a 
Amateur Television 

Work ? 


Joel Wilhite, KD6W, works in the broadcast 
industry for a local high tech company. His 
presentation will cover the basic concepts of 
how digital television works and how amateur 
radio can leverage the same building blocks to 
advance the state of the art for amateur radio 
television. A live equipment demonstration will 
be given as well ! 


January Program 
Officers and Appointees 
January Board Minutes 
Holiday Dinner Photos 
Tribute to K3ZJJ 

Ham Radio Outlet 

Club Repeaters 

Club Calendar 
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--- Jim Siemons, AF6PU, Vice President 


Congratulations to 
Kati Stensrud. K7KTI. 
our club’s Young Ham 
of the Year award 


winner for 2011 ! 


Digital Amateur Television equipment (courtesy KH6HTV) 


January 2012 Board Meeting Minutes Presided over by Robert Te 


Vrucht, President 


The meeting took place at 7:00 pm in the Fireside Room at the Sal- 
vation Army facility in Concord, Ca. It is located on Clayton Road 


at West Street. 


Present were - 
mus, Liz Styles, Tim Barrett, Trevor Hall, Jim Siemons, Dave 
Gordon, Misa Siemons, George Tickner 


President Robert opened the meeting with a request for a motion to 
approve the December, 2011 meeting minutes which was made, sec- 


onded and approved. 


He gave a briefing on meeting procedures noting that they were 
based on Robert’s Rules of Order. 


Vice president Jim recounted his duties then finished with the an- 


nouncement of a Digital TV presentation at this month’s general 
meeting. 


Emergency Coordinator Tom spoke about a RACES effort to co- 
ordinate the EmComm frequencies in the county. They feel there is 


a need for one agency to handle this task. He told about the new 


requirements needed because of the re-organization of the EmnComm 


ranks in the county. 


Misa Siemons presented the financial report for the year 2011 and 
answered questions about the entries and allocations. She stated the 
need for a Budget Committee to make fiscal decisions. There was a 


motion to accept the report which was seconded and approved. 


The Tech Committee chairman, Trevor Hall, announced that if we 
keep ATV on south peak we will incur a $200 increase in the rent we 
pay. He said that we would have a recurring fee of $150 per month 
if we moved ATV to north peak with between $2800 to $3000 initial 
costs. After some more discussion there was a motion to move ATV 
to north peak which was seconded and approved. It was noted that 
these funds needed to be budgeted and then approved by the general 
membership. Trevor concluded with a short talk about the old Navy 


site on south peak and the effect on Beale AFB. 


Jim Primus talked about the SATERN ham radio training classes 
scheduled for early 2012. He said that this schedule could be viewed 


at hamradioclass @ gmail.com. 


George Tickner reported that the Volunteer Examiners will be giving 
approximately $400, raised by exam fees, to the club. Thanks were 


expressed to that group. 


On the subject of Field Day, George suggested we combine our ac- 
tivities with the Martinez group of hams. Lauren Styles spoke about 
the pros and cons of having future Field Days on Mt. Diablo. That 


proposal was passed on to the Field Day committee. 


The annual auction date was moved, tentatively, to the month of 
May due to the lack of our usual facility during it’s usual time. 


It was noted that we have no Pacificon Chair at this time and the 
Forum Chair is also vacant. 


(continued on page 3). 


Jim Tittle, Dick Brown, Tom Kramer, John Pri- 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all 
material submitted by the membership provided such material is in 
good taste, relevant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC 
members, and provided space is available. 


President - Bob Tevrucht, N6TEV 

Vice President - Jim Siemons AF6PU 

Secretary — Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 

Treasurer - Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 

Emergency Coordinator - Tom Kramer WA6NYP 


Director & Technical Committee Chair 
Trevor Hall WA6JAU_ wa6jau @sbcglobal.net 


Director & Education and Training Committee Chair 
John Primus AF6RJ  af6rj @arrl.net 


Director At Large 
Ron Luttringer K6XC 


PACIFICON 2012 

Chair: Vacant 

Treasurer: Misa Siemons KJ6BUE 
Secretary: Patrick Rigney N6UPS 
Webmaster: Gene Sylls KG6EYE 


Membership Chair — Tom Deeble KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 


The Carrier Newsletter 
Editor, Matthew G. Vurek N4DLA n4dla_cs245 @yahoo.com 


Public Information Officer - Gene Sylls KG6EYE 
Webmaster — Marvin Miller WA6GBW 

Assistant Webmaster - Patrick Rigney NOUPS 
Repeater Trustee - Jay Caldis KT6Y 

Youth and Education Programs — Bill Ryan KJ6IGX 
Volunteer Examinations - George Tickner KONHY 
Public Service - Pete Harris KE6ZITW 

Field Day Chairs - Lauren Styles WA6CIE and 
Elizabeth Styles KG6HLV 

Communications Trailer - Brent Morgan AF6HQ 


Amateur Television Help and Information: 
John Schuler W6DTV JOHNQRZ@aol.com 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE 
CLUB YAHOO GROUP. DOWNLOAD FILES, 
INCLUDING THE CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS 
WELL AS SHARE INFORMATION WITH THE 
MEMBERSHIP AT: 


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 


January 9, 2012 Board Meeting Minutes (continued) 
A discussion about forming a “Grant Pursuit” committee was held. 


A motion was made to advertise the fact that we are a charitable organization and as such any contributions by 
individuals or companies to our club are tax-deductible. It was seconded and approved. 


A discussion was held about forming two new committees. They would be a budget committee and a social 
committee. A motion was made seconded and approved to form a budget committee. More was talked about 
relating to the social committee. A motion was made, seconded and approved to form the same. 

A motion was made to honor our past presidents. It was seconded and approved. 

The formation of an audit committee to oversee our fiscal record keeping was discussed and ended with a mo- 
tion to hire an independent CPA to perform this function. At this time the motion was withdrawn. The board 
decided that this function needs further investigation. There was talk about forming this committee from club 


members. There was a motion to do this which was seconded and approved. 


There was a motion to form a “Recognitions” committee whose tasks would be the selection of honorees and the 
procuring of awards. It was seconded and approved. 


There was a motion to reserve our church meeting place for our holiday party with and op-out provision. It was 
seconded and approved. 


Lauren Styles told of the club trailer storage status and procedures for access to it. 


At 8:48 PM there was a motion to adjourn. It was seconded and approved. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 
Secretary 
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Club Holiday Dinner December 16, 2011 
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KK6Q 


Left - Elizabeth 
Styles, KG6HLY, 
.. , ~ and husband Lauren 
Styles, WA6CIE, 
received the 2011 
Kilroy Key Award. 


i Above - Some of those in attendance. 


Left - Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE, and 
husband Jim Siemons, AF6PU, received 
the club’s 2011 Ham of the Year Award. 
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Tribute to K3ZJJ’s Service as Club President 


John entered the leadership of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club as Vice-President. He was concerned for the future of ATV and 
wanted to ensure that it had a future in our Club. As his year as Vice-President proceeded, the President of MDARC vanished from the 
Club. John had to assume the duties of the President. That, ultimately, was very fortuitous for the Club. 


John began making a number of very substantial changes to the Club that will positively affect us all for many years to come. 


One of the first things that he did, was appoint Matthew Vurek N4DLA as The Carrier editor. There was a long absence without the 
Club's official newsletter and regaining that medium was a critical link in communicating with the membership. 


Soon, he established Youth Education and Amateur Radio Education chairs. Currently, Bill Ryan KJ6IGX is performing magic as 
Youth Education chair. His efforts at Pacificon in 2011 are providing a national model for amateur radio education of youth. John Pri- 
mus AF6RJ, as Education chair has led the way towards hundreds of people earning their ham licenses, or upgrading their tickets. 


K3ZJJ then moved on towards establishing the Club as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. There were many that said that it could not 

be done, or that it would take years to accomplish. John was completely dauntless in this task, and forged forward with the help of Ron 

Luttringer K6OXC and Bart Lee K6VK, esquires all, and prepared and submitted the voluminous paperwork to both the IRS and State of 
California. MDARC is now fully incorporated as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. An effort that will provide benefits for the life of 

our Club. 


In 2009, there was to be no Pacificon. Marty Heyman W6MDH, Paula Costa KI6MPD and John reconstituted a group to ensure that 
Pacificon would rise again and move forward. After very successful years at Marriott San Ramon and Marriott Santa Clara, Pacificon 
is slated to be the ARRL's National Convention in 2012. John's role, which started out as Forums Chair, but expanded to Co-Vice- 
Chair. Due to illness, his role expanded to Chairman of the event. 2010 and 2011 Pacificons were both considered great successes, and 
John's fingerprints are all over the events. Going forward, there is little doubt that Pacificon will continue to be an amazing amateur 
radio event. Much of this will be due to the groundwork that John has laid for us to follow. 


The Club had an opportunity to purchase a D-STAR repeater. It is not enough to just have the hardware, but you need the repeater fre- 
quencies in order to operate. There was a very small window of opportunity to make this happen. It required coordination with 
NAARC, the MDARC Tech Committee, the MDARC Board of Directors, a vote by the membership of MDARC, and a crack group of 
technically sophisticated hams to configure and install the repeater systems on the top of Mount Diablo. Additionally, funds had to be 
found to make all this happen. K3ZJJ was able to spearhead this task with his normal style and skill. John went on to make arrange- 
ments with Ham Radio Outlet to allow Club members to purchase D-STAR gear at a significant discount — just to put a cherry on top 
of an already great success. 

John made arrangements for Field Day to take place at Heather Farm Park in Walnut Creek. This last year, he was able to secure us 
quite a bit of newspaper publicity in advance of Field Day, and we had a terrific turnout from the public. The site was highly visible 
and easily accessible by all that attended. 

After John's original stint as fill-in President, he was elected two additional years as President, and served tirelessly, generously and 
effectively. 

As his term ended at the end of 2011, John was working on establishing new receive antenna locations on top of Mount Diablo. Estab- 
lishing a place or places to relocate our 440 MHz repeater that would not affect Beal AFB's PAVE-PAWS system, creating a scholar- 
ship program for young hams, continuing our relationship with the City of Walnut Creek as host for Field Day, finding forum speakers 
for Pacificon, developing the plans for Pacificon 2012 — the ARRL National Convention, working to establish a permanent home base 
for the Club's repeaters and a possible clubhouse. There were many other things that John also brought to fruition: engraved name 
badges, embroidered Club logo wear, plaques for meeting presenters, educational book sales at meetings, new member packets, new 
member and student member discounts, and more. 


You now have read about some of the highlights of what John Ronan K3ZJJ has accomplished in the last two and one-half years, but 
you do not know John. For this, I will interject my own commentary. He is a hams ham, a great Elmer who truly appreciates the sci- 
ence and technology of our hobby, who always wants to leverage the fun that we have towards EmComm goals, is generous to a fault 
in both his own time and pocket book, and had nothing but the best interests of the Club as the beacon to which he sailed. If you make 
John your friend, you will have none other who is more loyal. 


John has established a very high bar, indeed, to which the new Club leadership must try to cross. MDARC is fortunate to have quite a 
pantheon of great Elmers and John is now amongst them. I do not expect John to be there for the day to day nonsense that is running a 
club, but I hope that he is there to provide his wise counsel and quick wit from time to time. John's contributions will be known to this 
Club for a long time to come. 


All my best to you John K3ZJJ. 


73, Jim Siemons, AF6PU, Vice President, 2012 
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HAM RADIO OUTLET 


12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU ! 


Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 


HRO - 12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 
Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 
All HRO stores open 10AM-5:30PM, Telephone hours 9:30AM-5:30PM 


bf 
PeitiondOn 1-800-444-0047 


(503) 598-0555 /wh» 4.800-854-6046 
Salem, NH 
Oebiand, CA (603) 896-3750 
(510) 594-5757 
Sunnyvale, CA Denver, CO 1-800-644-4476 "RY "en Cate Oe 
(408) 736-9406 (303) 745-7373 
Woodbridge, VA 
Burbank, CA wW oodbridge. VA 
(819) 842-1786 ‘ aioe 
(714) 533-7373 wet ad Atlanta, GA ao 
San Diego. CA ( 351 (770) 263-6700 
(858) 560-4900 1-800-444- 


1 


rcleaes Calflora 


Cail Toll-Free From Alaska and Hawaii 


ASH 


Order Toll-Free From a Location Near You 
it your closest 800 number is busy. please call one of our other numbers, 
Phone Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM Monday - Saturday 


For delivery charges or other information about ordering, please see our Frequently Asked 


HRO Store Contact Information 


Store E-mail Direct Toll Free Fax 

Anaheim, CA ana @hamradio.com 1-714-533-7373 1-800-854-6046 1-714-533-9485 
Atlanta, GA atl @hamradio.com 1-770-263-0700 1-800-444-7927 1-770-263-9548 
Burbank, CA bnk@hamradio.com _ 1-818-842-1786 1-800-854-6046 1-818-842-5283 
Denver, CO co@hamradio.com 1-303-745-7373 1-800-444-9476 1-303-745-7394 
Newcastle, DE del @hamradio.com 1-302-322-7092 1-800-644-4476 1-302-322-8808 
Oakland, CA oak @hamradio.com 1-510-534-5757 1-800-854-6046 1-510-534-0729 
Phoenix, AZ px @hamradio.com 1-602-242-3515 1-800-444-9476 1-602-395-1244 
Portland, OR or @hamradio.com 1-503-598-0555 1-800-854-6046 1-503-684-0469 
Salem, NH nh @hamradio.com 1-603-898-3750 1-800-444-0047 1-603-898-1041 


San Diego, CA sd@hamradio.com 
Sunnyvale, CA 


Woodbridge, VA 


sun @hamradio.com 
va@hamradio.com 


1-858-560-4900 
1-408-736-9496 
1-703-643-1063 
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1-800-854-6046 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-4799 


1-858-560-1705 
1-408-736-9499 
1-703-494-3679 


waste The Carrier 


MOUNT || DIABLO 


P.O. Box 23222 
~ Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
WWW-MDARC-ORG www.mdarc.org 


Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


FIRST CLASS 


W6CX Nets and Repeater Frequencies 
Monday 7:00 pm Washington High School Net 147.060+ 


Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net = 147.060+ 
Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 
Thursday 8:00 pm General ATV Net = 1241.250+ 


Tuesday 7:30pm Fat City 10 meter SSB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 


FM 147.060 MHz +/ PL 100Hz - EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 


224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz +/ PL 100Hz 
D-STAR 147.425 offset minus 1 MHz 


Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 
Every Thursday, 7:00 pm 


Central County 145.680 Simplex 
East County 146.535 Simplex 
South County 146.355/+ (100 PL) 
West County 145.110/- (107.3 PL) 


HF Net 8pm First Thursday of each month 3.890 MHz LSB 


http://www.dstarusers.org/viewrepeater.php?system=W6CX Dashboard link is: https://64.8 1.254. 107/status.html 


ATV Input: 1289.25 MHz AM/FM. Outputs 1241.25 MHz AM 919.25 MHz AM 


ATV Internet Stream: http://www.wé6cxatv.net/live 


January and February 2012 Club Calendar 


Friday January 20, 2012 7:30pm MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Saturday February 4, 2012 9:00 am MDARC Technical Committee 
Environmental Center, 2581 Harbor Street, Pittsburg 


Monday February 6, 2012 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting 


Buttercup Bar & Grill 660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek 


Friday February 17, 2012 7:30pm MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


